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A Radical Histor Reading List

(an incomplete and imperfect list)

A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn
Homage to Catalonia by George Orwell

Bury My Heart At Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the
American West by Dee Brown

Johnny Got His Gun by Dalton Trumbo

Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History
Textbook Got Wrong by James W. Loewen

Live from Death Row by Mumia Abu-Jamal
Living My Life by Emma Goldman
Native Son by Richard Wright
The Autobiography of Malcolm X as told to Alex Haley
The Color Purple by Alice Walker
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
The Chomsky Reader by Noam Chomsky

Wobblies!: A Graphic History of the Industrial Workers of the
World by Paul Buhle and Nicole Schulman

You Can't Be Neutral on a Moving Train: A Personal History of
Our Times by Howard Zinn



Howard Zinn
(1922-2010)

Zinn was a troublemaker and rabble-rouser for the whole of his life. He
worked tirelessly against war, against racism, against the capitalist system,
and against the idea of nation states. His most famous work is A People’s
History of the United States, which presents American history through the
eyes of those outside the political and economic establishment. The text
depicts the struggles of Native Americans against European and US con-
quest and expansion, slaves against slavery, unionists and other workers
against capitalists, women against patriarchy, African-Americans against
racism and for civil rights, and others whose stories are not often told in
mainstream histories.

In a 2008 interview with CounterPunch, at the age of 85, Zinn expressed
his anarchist view of the future:

I think what lies beyond the nation states is a world without nation-
al boundaries, but also with people organized. But not organized
as nations, but people organized as groups, as collectives, without
national and any kind of boundaries. Without any kind of borders,
passports, visas. None of that! Of collectives of different sizes, de-
pending on the function of the collective, having contacts with one
another. You cannot have self-sufficient little collectives, because
these collectives have different resources available to them. ...

I think our first step is to organize ourselves and protest against
existing order—against war, against economic and sexual exploi-
tation, against racism, etc. But to organize ourselves in such a way
that means correspond to the ends, and to organize ourselves in
such a way as to create kind of human relationship that should
exist in future society. That would mean to organize ourselves
without centralized authority, without charismatic leaders, in a
way that represents in miniature the ideal of the future egalitar-
ian society. So that even if you don’t win some victory tomorrow
or next year in the meantime you have created a model. You have
acted out how future society should be and you created immediate
satisfaction, even if you have not achieved your ultimate goal.
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